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JAMES W. ELLSWORTH & CO. 

CHICAGO. 

Dec * ?th ,1892* 


My Dear Colonel: 

Will you kindly see that loith the first 
shipment of Columbian half dollars,o.re included separ¬ 
ately,loith certificates vnth each, the four pieces,namely 
the first coin,the 400th,the 1492nd and 1892nd, 

The necessary action will be taken on Friday here by 
our Board of Directors,as there is some f onnality that 
must be passed upon by the Board before v)e can make the 
nec essary requisition on the Treasury for these coin, 
Elliott F,Shepard by following up the authorities at 
Washington secured the necessary order for the 10,000 
they had purchased,and came here with the requisit ion 
or voucher for the President to sign,o.sking that same 
be signed at once - which lomld give them the coin in 
Neio York before vje received. a,ny in Chicago* We compro¬ 
mised the matter by thPresident endorsing the voucher 
in question but at the same time mo,king a, letter to the 
Secretary of the Treasury asking that the 10,000 on Mr* 
Shepard's requisit ion should not be shiqjped until 
a shipment was simultaneously 7no,d,e to us here o,t Chicago, 

I explain this that you may understand the 
matter when it comes before you* I vns anxious that 
v)e should have the coin here at the same time they v)ere 
put on the market in other cities* 

Believe me. 



Col on el 0* C*Bos bysh 


Very Respectfully Yours, 


Un i t ed St a tes Mi nt,Phil adelph ia,Pa 





NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 179 


James W. Ellsworth & Co. 

Chicago. 

December 7, 1892 
My Dear Colonel: 

Will you kindly see that with the first shipment of Columbian half dollars, are included 
separately, with certificates with each, the four pieces, namely the first coin, the 400th, the 
1492nd and 1892nd. The necessary action will be taken on Eriday here by our Board of 
Directors, as there is some formality that must be passed upon by the Board before we can make 
the necessary requisition on the Treasury for these coin. Elliot E. Shepard by following up the 
authorities at Washington secured the necessary order for the 10,000 they had purchased, and 
came here with the requisition or voucher for the President to sign, asking that same be signed at 
once - which would give them the coin in New York before we received any in Chicago. We 
compromised the matter by the President endorsing the voucher in question but at the same time 
making a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury asking that the 10,000 on Mr. Shepard’s 
requisition should not be shipped until a shipment was simultaneously made to us here at 
Chicago. 

I explain this that you may understand the matter when it come before you. I was anxious 
that we should have the coin here at the same time they were put on the market in other cities. 

Believe me. 

Very Respectfully Yours, 

James N. Ellsworth 

Colonel O.C. Bosbyshell, Sup’t. 

United States Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Diet. J.N.E. 



